My name is Jerry Henry.  I am the president elect of the Iowa chapter of the American String Teachers Association.  I have taught orchestra in grades four through twelve in three different Iowa school districts over the past twenty years.  Never before, have I felt the pressure or the need to defend what arts teachers do as I do today.  I have been granted eight minutes to share a lifetime of stories about passion and dedication, about giving and receiving, about agony and ecstasy, about all the things that make life worth living as revealed through the arts we teach.  
It’s interesting that we are here to defend the position of the arts in your schools when there probably isn’t a single one of you that doesn’t believe that the arts are good for your kids, good for your schools, and good for your communities.  That case has been made over and over as any ten minute search on the internet will prove.  
A ten-year study indicates that students who study music achieve higher test scores, regardless of socioeconomic background.  A 1997 study of elementary students in an arts-based program concluded that students’ math test scores rose as their time in arts education classes increased.  The Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania School District analyzed its 1997 dropout rate in terms of students’ musical experience. Students with no ensemble performance experience had a dropout rate of 7.4 percent. Students with one to two years of ensemble experience had a dropout rate of 1 percent, and those with three or more years of performance experience had a dropout rate of 0.0 percent.  Studies show students to be happier, more motivated, more creative, more involved, more willing to take risks, and better adjusted if they are participating in arts courses.
So if the case for arts in the schools is so strong and you are aware that it is, why are we here?  We are here because no matter what the scientific data says, in the present educational climate where test scores for math, science, and English are used to determine funding and prove effectiveness, it is hard to sell the public on the idea that spending time and money on the arts is appropriate.  Our job today has been to convince you that making the arts a resource priority for your districts is the absolute smartest decision you can make to achieve the student outcomes you and your districts so desperately desire. 
I love the fact that the arts are one of the core subjects listed in the Twenty-First century initiative, the Tough choices report, and No Child Left Behind.  With the speed of change accelerating, with the job landscape changing faster than at any time in history, with the facts of today becoming obsolete almost as soon as they hit the wire, we must create adaptable students who think for themselves, and flexible thinkers who can adjust to change.   
Arts courses are listed as core subjects in these high profile initiatives because people at the highest levels recognize that this is exactly what arts courses do, yet in many locales arts courses have come to be seen as extraneous.  As unuseful.  As expensive fluff.   Have you ever wondered why arts courses are perceived in this way?  Perhaps it occurs because the arts are fun.  Common sense suggests anything so enjoyable must be fluff.  Arts classes are seen as something that might enhance one’s life, but not as classes that teach what a student really needs to know to succeed in the real world.  
I think this is a misreading of reality.  It is not because the arts are easy that they are fun.  The arts are fun because they are engaging, and they are engaging because they are the hardest and most demanding tasks asked of today’s students.  While students create music or art they are so engaged it doesn’t seem like work, or even learning for that matter.  In concerts, or in a good practice session, time virtually disappears.  Time disappears because these disciplines demand so much of you.  Nothing activates as many areas of the brain as music," says researcher Donald A. 
Hodges.  This is why the arts attract so many of your brightest and best students.  The arts engage their minds and their souls in ways unlike any of the other courses they take.  Consider what is happening when students perform:
They read a symbolic representation of a pitch and respond with some of the body’s smallest muscle groups to create precise movements which lead to a sound.  At the same moment they make mathematical computations to divide the symbols  into fractional components and ratios so they can play at the correct moment to create music with their peers.  The sound is assessed for beauty and accuracy of pitch and rhythm while giving it an articulation and style of performance.  All of this is judged and balanced against the remainder of the ensemble and changed if needed to match other sections or parts.  The movements of the director are used to validate the decisions and the symbols are strung together in ever changing combinations to create an artistic rendition which will never be repeated just the same way again.  It is amazing we hear anything other than a cacophony yet we get students making spectacular music.
I worry because these remarkable skills are not tested.  It is not easy to quantify what arts students are doing, and it doesn’t fit the desired box of easy answers that society seems to be seeking.  Art and music are too complex and the skills they require are too diverse for that.  The arts are unwieldy.  They are messy.  
Understand that a regular test asks a student to reach a minimum competency and a base of knowledge for themselves.  Performances do something else.  Performances require individuals to learn to work together and give of themselves, trust those around them, and work towards a common yet elusive goal.  They demand the very best from every single participant with no limits placed on the potential level of achievement.  Now there is a learning lesson for this century.
There is not an AP course in existence that demands the level of commitment, the myriad of skills, the total engagement of mind and body, and the risk taking required to be successful in a musical ensemble.  Beyond that, a vast reservoir of the world’s most important literature is opened to musicians as they interact with the symbols of Bach or Beethoven and fashion them in their own way.  Most of the high school memories of students who participated in the arts will center on their arts experiences because of the demands and challenges they faced, and the incredible rewards of attempting and meeting those challenges.  
I know this to be true from my 25 years of classroom experience.  I would like for you to know it too.  But don’t take my word for it, or that of my colleagues who are so passionate about what the arts do for students.  Take the time and effort to look inside your own systems and mine the data that is collecting there about what the arts do for your own kids and for your own schools.  We are convinced that you will find incontrovertible evidence of what we have shared with you today.  If you want to create students armed with the 21st century skills they need for the real world, you will do everything in your power not to allow the swinging pendulum of educational priorities to knock the arts out of your curriculum, or to cripple it in such a way that it can not deliver what students crave, the challenge of a lifetime, the total engagement of mind and body, and the excitement of participating in and shaping history.
I would like to finish with a one minute song that states my feelings as eloquently as all the words I’ve already spoken.  The fact that a simple tune with words says so much in such a short time is one of the loudest arguments I can make for keeping the arts as important components of your schools.

“sung to the tune of one tin soldier” –complete left column before starting right column

In a schoolhouse in a city



Where are all the smiling children
Not so very far from here



Full of energy and life 
Students study in their classroom


They’ve missed the joys of living
All around is drab and drear



While the arts felt the budget knife
Nothing hanging in the hallways


There won’t be any trumpets blowing
Art was cut off long ago



Come the judgment day
No sweet music on the airwaves, there

Because the arts weren’t tested
Was no time it had to go



They have passed away

Please don’t let this happen in your districts.  Thank you for your time.

